
The Monmouth Group of Parishes, 
Lent 5, Palm Sunday  
Liturgy of the Palms: 
 

FIRST READING: Matthew 21. 1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into 
the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send 
them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king 
is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey.’ The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 
they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and 
he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ When he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The 
crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God 
 

HYMN   
All glory, laud and honour              Thou art the King of Israel, 
To thee, Redeemer, King,              Thou David’s royal Son, 
To whom the lips of children              Who in the Lord’s name comest  
Made sweet hosannas ring.              The King and blessèd One. 
 

The company of angels               The people of the Hebrews 
Are praising thee on high,              With palms before thee went; 
And mortal men and all things              Our praise and prayer and anthems 
Created make reply.                Before thee we present. 
 

To thee before thy passion               Thou didst accept their praises, 
They sang their hymns of praise;             Accept the prayers we bring, 
To thee, now high exalted,              Who in all good delightest, 
Our melody we raise.                Thou good and gracious King. 

COLLECT 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

Liturgy of the Passion 
 

READING: Isaiah 50. 4-9a 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insult and spitting. 
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore, I have not been disgraced; therefore, I have 
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who 
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps 
me; who will declare me guilty? 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 
 

Liturgy of the Passion 
READING: Philippians 2. 5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the 
point of death - even death on a cross.  
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God 



The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke. 

Voices:  Narrator; Pilate; Jesus; Criminal 1 & Criminal 2 & Centurion 
Assembly and soldiers are read by the whole congregation 
 
NARRATOR: The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Saint Luke. 

 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus 
before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying,  

ASSEMBLY: "We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding 
us to pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he 
himself is the Messiah, a king."  

NARRATOR: Then Pilate asked him,  

PILATE: "Are you the king of the Jews?"  

NARRATOR: He answered,  

JESUS: "You say so."  

NARRATOR: Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds,  

PILATE: "I find no basis for an accusation against this man."  

NARRATOR: But they were insistent and said,  

ASSEMBLY: "He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this 
place." 

NARRATOR: When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man 
was a Galilean. Pilate then called together the chief 
priests, the leaders, and the people, and said to them,  

PILATE: "You brought me this man as one who was perverting 
the people; and here I have examined him in your 
presence and have not found this man guilty of any of 
your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he 
sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to 

deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and 
release him." 

NARRATOR: Then they all shouted out together,  

ASSEMBLY: "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!"  

NARRATOR:  (This was a man who had been put in prison for an 
insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for 
murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them 
again; but they kept shouting,  

ASSEMBLY: "Crucify, crucify him!"  

NARRATOR: A third time he said to them,  

PILATE: "Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 
ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him 
flogged and then release him."  

NARRATOR: But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that 
he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. So Pilate 
gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. He 
released the man they asked for, the one who had been 
put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed 
Jesus over as they wished. 

 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, 
who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross 
on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus.  

 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be 
put to death with him. When they came to the place that 
is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus 
said,  

JESUS: "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing."  

NARRATOR: And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people 



stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, 
saying,  

ASSEMBLY: "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the 
Messiah of God, his chosen one!"  

NARRATOR: The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 
him sour wine, and saying,  

SOLDIERS: "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!"  

NARRATOR: There was also an inscription over him, "This is the 
King of the Jews." 

 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept 
deriding him and saying,  

CRIMINAL 1: "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!"  

NARRATOR: But the other rebuked him, saying,  

CRIMINAL 2: "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve 
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong."  

NARRATOR: Then he said,  

CRIMINAL 2: "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom."  

NARRATOR: He replied,  

JESUS: "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise." 

NARRATOR: It was now about noon, and darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon, while the 
sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,  

JESUS: "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit."  

NARRATOR: Having said this, he breathed his last. When the centurion 
saw what had taken place, he praised God and said,  

CENTURION: "Certainly this man was innocent."  

Minister: The Passion of our Lord  

 

 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 
give us the mind to follow you 
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


